
Minutes – KLA GODORT Hybrid Meeting  
Virtual and In-Person at University of Kansas Watson Library 

Wednesday, December 3, 2014 
 
 

Attendees:   
At KU:  Ray Walling, Chair (Baker University); Wanda Adams, Secretary (Benedictine College); Pam 
Crawford (KU Law); Carmen Orth-Alfie (Regional-KU);  
 
Virtually:  Steven Hanschu, Chair-Elect (Emporia State); Margaret Knecht (Kansas Historical Society); 
Nan Myers (Wichita State) arriving 10:50; Sarah Tenfelde-Dubois (State Library)  
 
After ensuring members were all connected, Ray Walling, Chair, called the meeting to order at 10:40 a.m. 
 
1.  Approval of Minutes. 

Minutes from the spring/summer meeting held June 19 at the Bob Dole Institute of Politics were 
approved as presented.   

 
2.  Treasury and Membership Reports.   

Wanda Adams reported that, as of November 21, GODORT has fourteen members.  During the period 
July through October, there were four membership renewals (dues income of $28), and there was one 
expenditure of $17.69.  Beginning balance (July 2, 2014):  $399.14; ending balance (October 31, 
2014):  $409.45. 

 
3.  KLA Council Update:   

Margaret Knecht presented highlights from the Council meeting which was held October 31 at the KLA 
annual conference, as follows:   

 
Highlights: 

--FINANCES:  The association appears to be in good financial shape.  They believe there will be a 
net income of $7,500 at the end of the fiscal year in June 2015. 
 
----KLAEF fundraising @ conference:  over $2,400 from the baskets; nearly $700 from T-shirt 
sales; $75 from Dan Ireton's hair dying choices.  I think pink won. 
 
--LEGISLATIVE MATTERS: 
----Carol Barta presented a new RFP and new contract for a lobbyist.  Earlier Council approved the 
possibility of increasing the stipend from $20,000 to $30,000.  The new contract still has $20,000 
and the extra can be used as a negotiating tool.  Carol was VERY hopeful that Marc Galbraith, 
retired Asst. State Librarian, would be interested, as he is now a lobbyist.  At the time of 
conference, however, he had not responded to Carol’s phone call(s?) 
 
----Library Legislative Day will be January 15, 2015.   
 
----Concerns were expressed that KLA’s legislative priorities lacked clarity, especially when 
compared to KASL’s goals. KASL is included in the lobbyist’s contract and they contribute to the 
lobbyist’s fee.  Opinions were stated and suggestions made.  Gary Landeck, KLA Treasurer & 
Atchison Pub. Lib. Director, and Kim Beets, new NEKLS exec. director, will help Carol establish 
KLA’s priorities. 
 
--ETC.:  a new roundtable was approved—Libraries of Faith and Tradition Roundtable. 
 
A draft of the minutes can be found on the association’s website at http://kslibassoc.org/home/ 
council/minutes.  
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4.  Review of the GODORT annual report:   
Ray asked members to review the annual report which he prepared, focusing, in particular, on the 
three stated goals for the upcoming year, as shown here:   

 
Goal 1:  Members will review and revise its statement of purpose to better reflect the recent 
separation of depository and non-depository objectives. 
 
Goal 2:  Members will collaborate with internal and external partners to widen the scope of 
government information awareness in the state and region. 
 
Goal 3:  Members will consider ways to keep GODORT as a viable organization based on the 
guidelines within the KLA Bylaws. 

 
Steve suggested Ray review each of the goals with members.  Nan commented the purposes of the 
group as stated are rather general and could be made more specific.  Discussion included suggestions 
of possible partners to strengthen the group, including KASL, KU Med, and the Missouri Depository 
Library group.  Ray noted that KASL’s Sheila Blume and her husband George Blume both attended 
the GODORT presentations at KLA.  There might be the possibility of our presenting sessions at the 
KASL conference in Manhattan, even different presentations for high school, middle, and elementary 
levels.   
 
Nan suggested partnering with the Regional Library Systems.  Carmen mentioned she has presented 
at NEKLS and SEKLS meetings.  Carmen also suggested reaching out to the State Library in regard 
to putting together packets of information about representatives and senators and using 
Congress.gov.   
 
Nan mentioned the Wichita Area Library Association (WALA), which has been active in reaching out to 
legislators, and suggested we ask about designating someone to join as a liaison, as well as forming 
liaisons with other groups in which our members are involved.   
 
Ray reminded us that KLA has a requirement of ten members to constitute a roundtable.  A joint 
meeting with KILR or another section or roundtable could help build interest and increase 
membership.   
 
Ray asked members to come up with a list of by the end of January suggesting people who would 
benefit by belonging to GODORT, along with specific ways these prospective new members might 
gain by joining.   
 
Ray will amend the second goal to read “one internal and two or three external partners.”  Motion was 
made by Steve Hanschu to send the annual report to KLA with the noted changes; seconded by Pam 
Crawford, and approved by all.  Ray will make the stated changes and send the annual report to the 
KLA executive secretary and to the archivist (Margaret Knecht). 
 
 

5.  Consideration of KLA bylaw amendment recommendation (regarding required meetings at KLA 
Annual).   
Because of the challenges encountered scheduling and holding a GODORT business meeting during 
the recent KLA conference, a suggestion was made at the time to change the requirement to meet 
during KLA annual meeting.  Ray has drafted the following proposed bylaw revision: 
 
Whereas, 
 

Article X Section 4 of KLA Bylaws requires Sections and Roundtables to hold business 
meetings during the annual or joint conference. 
 

Whereas, 
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Article IV Section 4 of the KLA Bylaws requires the Second Vice President to review and 
make recommendations to Council for changes to the KLA bylaws. 

 
Whereas, 

 
 
 

Be it resolved, 
 

The chairperson of the KLA Government Documents Roundtable shall recommend to the 
Second Vice President of KLA that Article X, Section 4 be removed from the KLA Bylaws. 

 
Be it further resolved, 

 
The chairperson of the KLA Government Documents Roundtable shall provide the recorded 
vote for this resolution to the Second Vice President of KLA. 

 
In proposing the bylaw amendment to remove the requirement to meet during KLA annual meeting, 
Ray will review problems encountered this year. The meeting time was changed from when it was 
originally scheduled.  There were time conflicts with other business and roundtable meetings, including 
KLA Council; conflicts with conference sessions members wanted to attend; and conflicts with 
sessions at which GODORT members were presenters. The annual meeting is a transition period for 
KLA officers. Steve mentioned that other sections and roundtables experienced the same problems 
we did. A few members did like the idea of keeping a business meeting at the annual conference 
optional.   
 
Ray will work on a resolution and send the draft out for member comments and then send out a final 
version for an online vote.  

 
 
6.  Suggestion by Marie Concannon regarding Kansas City area government documents group: 

While at the ALA conference in Las Vegas, Ray had the opportunity to speak with Marie Concannon 
regarding the Missouri and Kansas government documents groups making a connection.  Last year, 
Ray reached out to the western part of Missouri, with little response.  The idea of focusing on the 
Kansas City area was suggested.  The consensus of members was that we should continue to discuss 
reaching out to the Kansas City area group for social interaction or progamming.  Ray will continue to 
pursue this.  
 

 
7.  Overview of the plan for the year, including meeting hosts, initiatives, and professional 

development programming.   
Ray brought up the possibility of partnering with KLA CULS to schedule a meeting in May just prior to 
the Kansas-Nebraska joint CULS meeting.  Scheduling a GODORT meeting in Topeka or Manhattan 
on Thursday, May 28, possibly from around 9:30 until 2:00 or 3:00, might bring in CULS members who 
could then travel on to the meeting in Crete, Nebraska, later that day.  Programming ideas included 
focusing on state documents or legislative research.  Sarah expressed willingness to host the meeting 
at the State Library, but the end of the legislative session could pose a challenge for that date.  She 
will speak with Cindy Roupe about possibilities for programming.  Back-up locations for this meeting 
might be Washburn Law School or the Topeka and Shawnee County Public Library. The Kansas 
Supreme Court Law Library was also mentioned. Carmen suggested opening up the Kansas 
documents program to others who would benefit.   
 
Ray proposed having a virtual meeting between now and May, possibly late February/early March; 
and then another virtual meeting between the May meeting and September conference, possibly end 
of July/early August.  The possibility of a program presented by Federal Register staff was mentioned. 
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8.  FDLP and Government Resource promotional materials.   

This item will be discussed at a later meeting, due to the noon start of the Depository Library Council 
Virtual Meeting.  Carmen is hosting a watch party for members on-site at KU and will be available to 
others for sidebar discussion.  
 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:35 a.m. 
 
 
Prepared by:   Wanda K. Adams, Secretary 


