
Minutes – KLA GODORT Meeting  
Virtual via Zoom 

Monday, March 30, 2015 
 
 

Attendees:   
Ray Walling, Chair (Baker University); Wanda Adams, Secretary (Benedictine College); Pam Crawford 
(KU Law); Jo Gregg-Plumb (Wichita State); Margaret Knecht (Kansas Historical Society); Nan Myers 
(Wichita State); Carmen Orth-Alfie (Regional-KU); Sarah Tenfelde-Dubois (State Library)  
 
Ray Walling noted he had received a member request to record the meeting, if members had no 
objections.  There being no objections, he began recording at 9:03 a.m.  Ray then passed the meeting to 
Carmen Orth-Alfie, Regional Coordinator, for a presentation on United Nations resources.   
 
Following Carmen’s presentation, Chair Ray Walling called the GODORT business meeting to order at 
9:40 a.m. 
 
Approval of Agenda: 
Ray presented the agenda for approval.  A motion to approve the agenda was made by Carmen and 
seconded by Nan Myers.  The agenda was approved.  
 
Approval of Minutes: 
Minutes from the December 3, 2014, meeting were presented for approval.  Ray proposed striking the 
last sentence under section No. 5:  “There must be a recorded vote for a proposed bylaw amendment 
revision.”  Ray asked for a motion to approve the minutes as amended.  Nan moved to approve the 
minutes as amended, and Pam Crawford seconded the motion. The minutes were approved as amended.  
 
KLA Council Update: 

Ray presented highlights from the KLA Council meeting held January 27, 2015, as follows: 
 

2014 Conference Wrap-Up 
- Main concerns included the program guide, online registration, name tags, and food.  
- Having the awards ceremony separate from the State Librarian’s Luncheon and including the 

basket drawings after the awards proved successful. 
- Suggestions for next year include trying to get more donations from vendors and review the 

contract for the number of rooms.  
 
2014 Conference Financial – revenue $144,094.07, expenses $119,525.92, net income 
$24,568.15. T 429 KLA and 231 KASL (ratio 65/35), KLA income $15,889.98 
 
2015 Conference 

- Using Missouri’s committee system for planning.    
 
Government Affairs 

- The Kearney Group hired as lobbyist. Annual fee is $24,000 for the highest level of service. 
- Legislative Day had about 40 in attendance. Barta recommends continuing to offer the care 

packages to legislators and keep Legislative Day early in the session.  
- System consultants recommend that the Legislative Committee Chair be appointed in July or soon 

after the end of the legislative session to plan for the next session.  
- State library likely to have budget cuts. 

 
Mentorship Program – authority for the program passed to CULS and PLS. 
 
CULS – conference will be May 29, 2015 at Doane College with the Nebraska equivalent 
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TSRT – trying to invigorate the round table and building a relationship with Nebraska as well.  
 

PALS bylaws change approved.  KLA bylaws considered at next meeting.  KLA Exec officers are 
reviewing the strategic plan as the current one ends in 2015. 
 
Presidential Appointments approved.  Jeff Imparato is the new Membership and Publicity chair.  
Other offices have stayed the same. 
 
The next KLA Council meeting will be April 14, 2015, at 1 pm at the Topeka & Shawnee County 
Public Library.  

 

 
Membership and Treasury Reports:   

Ray showed the financial report and then the membership list provided by KLA Office, as Wanda Adams 
typed comments, noting items which will require follow-up.   

 
The financial report shows four membership renewals since the last meeting, for dues income of $28.  In 
addition, the financial report shows two expenditures for supplies for KLA Legislative Day, totaling 
$175.93.  These expenses were not authorized by GODORT.  Cary Pressley has informed Wanda that 
the expenditures were made by Carol Barta, so there is possibly some confusion in the KLA Office 
between GODORT and the Governmental Affairs Committee.  Finally, the ending balance reported at 
the last meeting (as of October 31, 2014) was $409.45.  The new report from KLA office shows the 
ending balance on that date (also the new beginning balance) as $804.90.  Nothing on the report 
explains the increase to that total, and calculations after that would appear to be incorrect.   

 
As of the end of February, KLA Office lists seventeen members. Ray highlighted on the screen the 
names we might expect to see. The bottom four names on the roster, however, are unfamiliar, and 
those individuals are also not shown on the financial report as having paid dues.   

 
Wanda will contact Cary Pressley regarding the membership questions, the Legislative Day 
expenditures, and the balance of funds issues.  Ray will send an e-mail to members asking them to 
check for their names on the membership list and to make sure their dues payment is reflected 
accurately.  Any member who has renewed and is not on the list should let Ray know.  Carmen asked 
that she be given an updated list of members, when finalized, for GODORT-L.   

 
KLA/MLA Annual Presentation Group:   

April 15 is the deadline for submitting presentation proposals for the annual conference.  Ray suggested 
forming a group to finalize a topic and put together a proposal to submit by the deadline.  Carmen and 
Jo Gregg-Plumb volunteered to assist with choosing the topic.  Ideas included ILL resources, possibly 
partnering with KILR.  Carmen suggested maybe building on the presentation she and her sister, who 
works in ILL, gave a couple of years ago on how to find government resources for genealogy research 
when they don’t show up on OCLC.  Ray will send out an e-mail to members not present to see if 
anyone else might also be interested in helping.  

 
KLA/MLA Event: 

Ray proposed going forward with the idea of a joint event with MLA at the annual conference.  Around a 
year has passed since he tried to connect with the Missouri group.  Ray will check first with Kelly Fann, 
KLA Conference Chair, to make sure this idea would not pose a conflict with other preconference plans.  
Suggestions for a preconference on Wednesday included a tour of either the EPA Library or the 
National Archives of Kansas City.  Following discussion, the consensus was to pursue the NARA tour 
and presentation first.  A behind-the-scenes look, hands-on practice, or actual training would probably 
be most beneficial. This program would be followed by lunch and a meet your colleagues type of 
activity.   
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Carmen recently visited the Combined Arms Research Library (CARL) at Fort Leavenworth and 
suggested a trip there would be interesting.  Traveling to Fort Leavenworth for a conference event 
would probably be too far, but this visit might be considered for a future GODORT meeting.  

 
KLA GODORT By-laws Revision: 

Ray showed a draft of proposed by-laws revisions.  First, he discussed Article I section B regarding the 
mission of GODORT.  Ray drafted the revisions to follow up on previous discussions that GODORT 
should focus on promotion, education, and partnerships and not emphasize the areas already covered 
as depository coordinators, such as collection development.   

 
Ray will send out a draft revision to members before the next meeting. At the next meeting, there will be 
a vote whether to put the amendments on the ballot.   

 
Ray next presented a proposal to consolidate the offices of Vice-Chair and Secretary into one position 
(Article III -- Election, Term and Roles of the Officers), since, typically, the Vice-Chair has minimal 
duties.  If approved, these changes would not take effect until the next KLA annual meeting.  Nan raised 
the question whether members might be willing to be Secretary but not Chair and suggested that Ray 
poll members to see whether this change might make a difference in willingness to serve as officers.  
Ray will send out that question to members to ask whether this change might affect their decision to 
serve.  Carmen asked whether KLA has any requirement as to how many officers a roundtable must 
have.  Ray didn’t think such a requirement exists, but he will check on this, as well. 
 
Carmen raised a question back under Article I B regarding the item reading “to educate legislators as 
they develop new information policy standards,” asking whether we have been doing that.  Ray 
mentioned the letter sent by GODORT to the Census Bureau as an example.  He then suggested 
changing the item to read “to advocate for improved access to government information,” in order to 
include policymakers and not just legislators.  

 
Nominating Committee Appointment: 

Amanda Stephenson and Jo Gregg-Plumb have agreed to serve on the Nominating Committee.  The 
past GODORT chairperson would ordinarily head this committee, but with Regina Beard’s departure 
from the state, Ray would like to appoint a third person who would serve as chair.  He asked whether 
anyone had any concerns with this approach, and no concerns were expressed.  Ray will appoint a 
chairperson and ask the committee to move forward with putting a slate together by July.   

 
Blog/Website Contact Information Update: 

Ray would like to see the member directory on the blog updated.  He will wait until we have an accurate 
list of members and then send out a draft directory for members to review, getting everyone’s approval 
before posting the directory. 

 
Pam said March is the last month for which she has someone signed up for the blog.  Carmen has been 
interested in starting a new feature on “Tricks, Tips, and Challenges,” as a follow-up to a presentation 
she did for staff on U.S. documents in the news.  She will introduce this feature for the March blog and 
then post a new installment in April.  Pam will find bloggers for the months after that.  

 
Next GODORT Meeting Plan: 

Sarah Tenfelde-Dubois has gotten approval to host the next meeting at the State Library on Thursday, 
May 28.  The meeting will run from approximately 9 until 2:30, allowing for participants to travel on to 
Crete, Nebraska, for the CULS meeting, if they wish. The meeting will include a tour of the State Library.  
The program will focus on the new Kansas Government Information (KGI) digital archives and possibly 
include demonstration of the new scanner with cameras acquired by the State Library.  The plan is to 
have a GODORT business meeting after the program, then lunch, followed by an FDLP meeting.  Ray 
and Sarah will work on finalizing plans and develop an agenda.  Ray will send out more information 
after he returns from vacation the week of May 11.  For the GODORT business meeting, Ray would like 
to focus on the liaison/partnership program we have previously discussed.   
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The business meeting closed at 10:25 a.m.  A Kansas FDLP coordinators meeting followed, at which 
Carmen presented an update on guidance for weeding.    
 
 
Prepared by:   Wanda K. Adams, Secretary 
 


