
2003 Tri-Conference: Salina 
April 10, 2003  

Attendance: Debbie Madsen, KSU; Ken Lohrentz, KU; Karen Nordgren, ESU; Robert Walter, 
PSU; Pamela Tull, KU Law; Mac Reed, FHSU; Martha Childers, JCL; Jane Kelsey, KSHS; 
Miriam O’Hare, Benedictine; Marc Galbraith, State Library; Julia Todd, Baker; John Johnson, 
KSU; Cathy Reeves, DCCC. 

Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 10:30 am by Karen Nordgren, Chair. Introductions were 
made. 

Secretary/Treasurer report: As of March 31 we had 15 members and a balance of $305.91. 

Election of Officers 

Karen apologized for not having time for a meeting of the nominating committee. 

She had phoned several GODORT members in order to provide a slate of candidates. The slate 
was approved by a show of hands, with Debbie Madsen elected Vice Chair/Chair Elect and Pam 
Tull remaining as Secretary/Treasurer. 

Ad hoc Committee re: Kansas Statistical Abstract 

Debbie reported that the committee had drafted a letter re: concerns and the rationale for no 
longer printing the document, citing permanent public access and archival responsibilities. 
Copies were distributed for approval.  John moved that the letter be approved and sent to the 
Policy Research Institute(PRI).  Mac seconded and the motion was passed by a show of hands. 
Karen, as Chair, will sign the letter. An addendum of other GODORT signers will be attached 
and everyone present at the meeting was given the opportunity to sign if they wished. 

In a related discussion Jane noted that the state is determined to move to electronic distribution 
as a way to save money. Debbie also noted that she had called PRI and they invited input even 
though they plan to provide only an electronic version anyway. They had expressed surprise that 
any libraries would be willing to pay for a paper copy. 
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Summer Workshop/Meeting at FHSU 

The date has been set for July 11, 2003.  Ken will present information on historic census data 
including a survey of reference sources and related federal and state census documents. 

Karen suggested a workshop on using electronic census information, and Martha has had people 
from the regional office in KC come in to train. She will send the contact information to Karen. 
Mac will ask staff at FHSU to talk about the digitization they are working on for the Kansas 
Heritage Project.  He also distributed a list of lodging options in Hays for those wanting to come 
the night before. 

Regional Report 

Ken reported that the State Plan is moving ahead and he’s heard back from all but 3 depository 
libraries in the state. He hopes to have 100% participation in a few weeks. 

The new Needs & Offers project has not been moving as quickly as he had hoped due to the 
programmer’s workload; Ken will notify us when he hears anything. 

All the open staff positions have been filled or will be soon and he will be doing another round 
of docs training for the new staff. 
A new map librarian has been hired. 

There is a possibility that the Regional Libraries in FDLP will be redefined. 

If you have any N&O lists ready you can go ahead and send them but please wait to send any 
new ones until further notice. 

Selectives’ Reports 

Mac (FHSU) will be helping with a summer program for ‘age 50+’ library patrons 

Jane (KSHS) reported that federal documents are going smoothly, state docs are coming in from 
agencies that are downsizing (KSU wants to see a list of water office docs), they’re hoping for 
only a 5% budget cut, asked everyone to be aware of any records retention responsibilities if 
parts of your organization are closing down 

Miriam (Benedictine) announced that their library will be moving from DRANET to SIRSI as 
part of a consortial change, she’s working on a presentation that will include docs, the maps are 
being given bib records. 

Debbie (KSU) compact shelving is coming so parts of the collection may be unavailable for a 
short time this spring/summer. 

Julia (Baker) is revising docs policies and web page, just moved back into the library after a year 
long renovation. 



Marc (State Lib) reported on legislation introduced this session that would discontinue print 
copies of the Kansas Administrative Regulations. Also, more publications from that office would 
become fee-based. He advised concerned libraries to contact their legislators. Jane added that 
many agencies are going electronic to save money but there is currently no mandate for agencies 
to preserve the information. There is ongoing legislation, tabled until 2004, that would require 
most publications to be electronic, and guidelines for archiving should be part of that. 

Martha (JCPL) is planning for staff from the regional Bureau of Labor Statistics office to come 
in and give training in the fall, and is currently working on catalog records in preparation for the 
move to SIRSI. 

Cathy (DCCC) has a new docs clerk. She also reported that several Regents schools are working 
on agreements to teach classes in western Kansas. 

Bob (PSU) encouraged everyone to watch for fugitive docs and make them available. 

Karen (ESU) will be doing some training due to some reorganization based on strategic planning 
objectives. 

Meeting adjourned at 11:25 am as Ken offered to discuss the Reno meeting with anyone that 
was free for lunch. 

Respectfully submitted, Pamela Tull, Sec/Treas 
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