
2002 Mid-Winter: Johnson Co. Public Library 
February 15, 2002  

Present: Anne Liebst, Baker University (chair); Loretta Spurling, KU; Joanne Beazley, PSU; 
Judith Emde (KU); Cindy Guyler, Johnson County Public; Martha Childers, Johnson County 
Public; Ken Lohrentz, KU; Cheryl Postlewaite, Kansas City Kansas Community College; John 
Johnson, KSU; Jane Kelsey, Kansas State Historical Society; Cindy Roupe, State Library; Karen 
Nordgren, ESU; Robert Szabo, KU; Nan Myers, WSU; Miriam O’Hare, Benedictine College; 
Pam Tull, KU Law Library; Mac Reed, FHSU. 

I. Call to Order. 

Anne Liebst called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. Introductions were made. 

II. Approval of Minutes.  

Minutes from the October 26, 2002 meeting held in Dodge City were reviewed and approved as 
submitted. 

III. Reports. 

A.Treasurer’s Report. Ken reported a balance of $297.91 in the GODORT account with 20 
dues-paying members. 

B.ALA Midwinter. Attended by Nan, Karen, and Anne. Nan reported on the State and Local 
Documents Task Force, which she attended. Issues discussed included cataloging and 
processing, citizen access to state documents, and creative use of government information at the 
state level. She also attended the GODORT Cataloging Committee, of which she has been a 
member for several years. GPO is reporting considerable problems with staff attrition due to the 
higher salaries for catalogers at the Library of Congress. GODORT is sponsoring a Census pre-
conference at ALA for which they have lined up some terrific speakers. Karen attended the Rare 
and Endangered Government Documents Task Force, of which she is a new member. Anne 
Liebst reported on her attendance at the Education Committee and responsibilities as Web 
master. 

C.Fall Depository Library Conference. Mac reported on several of the sessions he attended 
and commented on the excellence of the sessions, including a presentation by Loretta Spurling 
on electronic core competencies. The session on disaster planning was one of the better-attended 
sessions. Joanne, Ken, Loretta, and Cindy were also in attendance. Joanne reported on her visit to 
the Justice Department Library and Cindy attended the Senate Library tour. Ken reported on the 
regional library meetings at which one of the main issues was the review of superseded lists. 
Cindy also attended a session on selection guidelines for public libraries that she found very 
informative. 
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D.KLA Council. Anne reported that KLA has experienced a budgetary shortfall. A proposal was 
sent to all chairs that all members contribute $2 per member to the Council treasury. This would 
only amount to approximately $40 from a small group such as GODORT. The proposal is 
designed to get KLA through its budgetary needs for the short term; it does not address long-
term issues or needs. 

E.Regional Report. Ken reported on various staffing vacancies at Anschutz Library and shared 
information on the various special processing projects for improved bibliographic access to 
documents. Loretta also reported extensively on the collaborative role of the Academic Services 
Data Research Alliance. 

IV. Reports from the Selectives. 

A.Fort Hays State. Mac Reed reported on an exhibit featuring Abraham Lincoln that included 
items from the federal documents collection. Another exhibit was being planned on the Black 
community of Nicodemus, including a presentation about Nicodemus as a national historic site. 

B.Pittsburg State. Remodeling is still going on. 

C.Johnson County Public continues to work on retrospective cataloging, with approximately 
10,000 more documents to go. Documents are being reclassified from SuDocs to Dewey and 
integrated into the regular collection. Pamphlets are placed in a vertical file. 

D.Kansas City Kansas Community College has increased its selection percentage from 2% to 
around 10%. All documents are classified in LC and integrated into the regular collection. 

E.Kansas State University has lost one FTE and Debbie Madsen is spending more of her time 
on processing, including processing of state documents. KSU is also in the process of 
retrospective conversion of paper hearings and committee prints. 

F.Kansas State Historical Society is dealing with vacancies and trying to get them filled. 

G.State Library. Cindy reported on S.B. 380, which designates that state agencies would be 
responsible for archiving their own documents that have been on the Web for six months or 
more. No copies would need to be sent to depositories or to the State Library. Cindy and Jane 
then discussed some of the problems concerned with archiving digitized state information. 

H.Emporia State University is still going through reorganization and remodeling. Documents 
reference has been merged with the main reference department. Karen is teaching a life long 
learning class on how to access government information, titled “Needles and Haystacks.” The 
serials budget is also being seriously examined. 

I.Wichita State University has recently been involved in strategic planning. Also WSU will 
have a new head of Reference as of March 8th. WSU has completed a detailed, 150-page 
inventory of all Census Bureau holdings. 



V. Future Meeting Schedule. 

A. Tri-Conference will be held April 3-6 in Wichita and the Documents meeting is scheduled for 
April 4th. 

B. Interest in a second annual summer documents workshop was also expressed and the 
University of Kansas was asked to host the meeting. Items of interest include a possible 
presentation by Donna Koepp on the serial set, a presentation by Ken Lohrentz on the historical 
module of congressional Universe, and a tour of the KU Law Library. The date will be set soon 
for sometime in mid-July. 

VI. Discussion of State Plan for Government Documents 

A. The revised draft of the state plan, prepared by a committee consisting of Anne Liebst, Karen 
Nordgren, Nan Myers, and Ken Lohrentz, was then discussed. GODORT adopted a motion to 
form a Committee of the Whole in order to promote free discussion of the draft among all 
members present. Various issues were discussed, including the role of the regional librarian and 
the need for documents to be more prominently featured in public relations. The need for a state 
plan was also raised, in view of the perception that we don’t seem to follow it or pay any 
attention to it once it is passed. These issues were to be taken into consideration for preparation 
of another draft. 

Respectfully submitted, Ken Lohrentz 
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