
1999 CULS: Topeka 
October 15, 1999  

In Attendance: Christine Desmuke, KSHS; Karen Nordgren, ESU; Nan Myers, WSU; Donna 

Koepp, KU; Miriam O’Hare, BC; Loretta Spurling, KU; Cathy Reeves, DCCC; Paul A. Arrigo, 

Washburn Univ. School of Law Library; Dee Barker, WU; Debbie Madsen, KSU; John Johnson, 

KSU; Cindy Roupe, KSL; Anne Liebst, Baker Univ. 

I. Call to Order – Christine Desmuke, KLA/GODORT Chair, called 

the meeting to order at 1:50pm. Those present introduced themselves. 

II. Approval of Minutes – Donna Koepp suggested that the names of 

Mac Reed’s Assistants be included in the listing of attendees at the last meeting. The minutes of 

the last meeting were approved as corrected. 

III. Announcements – Nan Myers is now in Public Services at 

Wichita State University as the Government Documents Reference Librarian. The Documents 

Cataloger position which she formerly held will be re-configured, and WSU’s Cataloging 

Department will carry on with the documents cataloging. Her new phone number is (316) 978-

5130. Her responsibilities include the Patent and Trademark collection, and the 800 phone 

number for questions regarding the collection will be provided to the group. John Johnson will 

be resuming work on the KLA/GODORT homepage. There are plans to change its appearance 

and add links by the end of Fall Semester. In response to questions raised regarding when 

GODORT membership dues should be paid so that paying members show up on the membership 

roster, he said he would bring up the question at the next KLA Membership Committee meeting. 

IV. Reports 

A. Treasurer – The GODORT treasury balance as of Sept. 30, 1999, was $358.50. 

B. Membership – As of Sept. 30, 1999, GODORT had 13 members. The actual number will be 

higher when some current members pay their dues. 

C. KLA Council – Christine Desmuke reported on Council and its activities. There are 834 

members in KLA, and the goal is to reach 1500. KLA will be 100 years old in the year 2000. 

KLA’s Century Celebration will include the production of a book on KLA history, a quilt made 

by Patti Bucher depicting book spines with names of persons, organizations, etc. (a “spine” can 

be purchased for $25), and a centennial bash. The Executive Committee is investigating the 

legalities pertaining to setting up funding for scholarships and/or continuing education for 

librarians. One of the other questions being considered: Should ALA staff have to have an MLS? 

Another item under consideration was a new logo for KLA–upon failure of the lighthouse idea, it 

has been decided to stay with the sunflower. 
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D. Regional Report – Donna Koepp solicited concerns to be presented to the Depository 

Library Council when Council meets next week in Kansas City. She also mentioned that Denise 

Stephens was hired at Anschutz Library, and will begin in January 2000. The Documents 

Collection will move into the Anschutz Library and be combined with the Science Collection 

and services. Although D. Koepp will still be the Regional Librarian and primary contact for the 

selective libraries in Kansas, she will not be supervising Documents staff. Her primary 

assignment will be the Map Library and GIS. 

V. Discussion Items 

A. Concerns for Council – It was mentioned that some depositories were having problems with 

contractor shipments, and many of those present had concerns regarding the announcement by 

the Commerce Secretary that he intends to close NTIS and transfer its resources elsewhere. 

There was also discussion pertaining to binding the Y1.1/nos. into Serial Set volumes, and D. 

Koepp confirmed that they should not be bound until Table of Contents pages had been produced 

and distributed by GPO. D. Koepp invited all KLA/GODORT members who would be attending 

the DLC meeting in Kansas City to a party at her home on Tuesday night (10/19.) Members of 

Council and GPO were invited as well. 

B. Cataloging Tool Box – Nan Myers reported that the Cataloging Tool Box is now hosted by 

John Stevenson (Univ. of Delaware.) It contains many cataloging tools and cataloging-related 

web sites, and was assembled by the Cataloging Committee of ALA/GODORT. Items are 

annotated and geared toward Documents “newbies.” At ALA Midwinter, the Cataloging 

Committee plans to propose that GPO provide a list of URLs and the PURLs which would attach 

to them. GPO doesn’t have the resources to do the job alone; perhaps there could be a 

cooperative effort involving the Cataloging Committee and GPO. 

C. Tri-Conference in Wichita, April 12-14, 2000 – In considering a program topic to be 

presented at Tri-Conference by GODORT members, audience has to be a top consideration. All 

ideas are due by Nov. 1, 1999. Possibility–educational Government Documents sources online, 

geared to K-12. This could interest public and school librarians; in Kansas, these groups are 

scattered and hard to reach in the sense of promoting government information. We could also 

promote the cause of government information by asking some area consortia to link to 

Documents pages. Another idea for a Documents program: One Hundred Years of Public 

Information: Documents Web Sites for Kids (alternate name: Docs-in-the-Box for Kids.) 

Government web sites which could be used by public and school libraries would be presented. 

We may also need to explore ideas for media exposure and community outreach to better 

publicize the program. In addition, members could suggest links and annotations for the new, 

updated KLA/GODORT homepage and work this in to the presentation. Anne Liebst, Nan 

Myers, and Karen Nordgren volunteered to present, with John Johnson as webmaster and giving 

the introductions. A “canned” presentation is being considered rather than a “live” web 

presentation for technology reasons. An email discussion of these issues is planned. 

 



D. Other – D. Koepp mentioned the upcoming December retirement of 

Inge Starr; K. Nordgren informed the group that, due to her assistant’s transfer to another library 

department, the hiring process for a new Documents Library Assistant at ESU has begun. Debbie 

Madsen mentioned that the Kansas Directory and Kansas Election Laws were for sale on an “in-

demand” basis; they are now back in the Kansas Depository Program thanks to the State Library 

(and to D. Madsen for having brought it to their attention.) 

VI. Next Meeting – It was moved and seconded that Karen Nordgren 

host the next KLA/GODORT meeting at Emporia State University on February 4, 2000. She 

accepted, and will post to the list when details are known. 

The meeting was adjourned at 3:40pm. 

Respectfully submitted by Karen Nordgren 

 


